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This past month has been particularly eventful, with
lots of fun things happening in Kashima. First, some
members of the Royal Ballet came to do a demonstration.
They're a dance company based in London, England who
were touring Japan, and they decided to visit Kumamoto
after the earthquake. A few of the instructors and dancers
came to Kashima Junior High to talk about ballet and
show us some pieces from the ballet Giselle. I've seen
countless ballet and dance performances since childhood
because my mother used to be a professional dancer, but
I hadn’t seen one in such a long time. It was really beautiful,
and I thought it was super nice of them to make the
journey to Kumamoto to teach us about ballet.

Apart from all that's been happening in Kashima, I've
been pretty busy personally as well. I finally took the
Japanese Language Proficiency Test this month, for one.
It wasn't nearly as difficult as I expected, I'm happy to
say. And then, of course, I've been preparing to return
to America. It's hard to believe I only have a month left
in Kashima. This year has gone so quickly, and so much
has happened. I try not to think about leaving, as I'm terrible
at goodbyes - so I won't say it. Kashima will always be a
place that feels like home to me, a place I can return to.

I can't say goodbye to all the people with whom I've spent the past two years of my life - so instead

I'll say, “See you!”

My adventure in Kashima is over, for now. Hopefully it will bring me back here someday. As for all

of you, I hope your adventures take you somewhere amazing too. Thank you all for an incredible two

years. See you !
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