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The other day, while cleaning his classroom, a pupil
at Kashima East Elementary School Student asked
me half-jokingly, "Why Did You Come to Japan?"
— in reference to the popular television program
interviewing foreigners at airports.

His question caused me to spend some time to
reflect my original reasoning. I recalled I had already
written some of the reasons I came to Japan in my
application to become an ALT last year.

The most interaction I had with Japanese people
was when I participated in an international Karate
tournament in Australia when I was 12 years old. Many
young Japanese children had come to participate,
and when they saw me, they promptly introduced
themselves in English and presented me with
souvenirs from their hometowns. I got a pin from
Osaka, origami from Sendai and even a spinning top
from Kumamoto. With some amount of irony, I left
Australia with more souvenirs from Japan than from
Australia itself. From that point on, I was determined
to learn more about Japan.

Since coming here, I have been shocked again by
generosity and warmth. An elementary school teacher

gave me the new-crop rice that his family had harvested this year — and not long after, A teacher
at the junior high school gave me sea grapes from the school trip to Okinawa.

For that reason, during I am here, I want to be able to give all the people I meet some souvenir
by which they can remember Canada, in the hope that one day, you might visit Canada too.
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