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Kashima-Nishi Elementary School

Mid-Term Presentation

Kashima-Nishi Elementary, which was designated
as a school for the promotion of English education,
held a mid-term presentation in November. The
students had a month to learn how to introduce
Kumamoto's famous destinations and foods. I say a
month, but in reality, we had 3 lessons to prepare.
Had I thought that I would only be teaching
pronunciation, and students wouldn't actually make
much progress towards being able to communicate,
I would have been making a huge mistake. From
the first lesson to the second, and the second to the
third, everyone progressed enormously and powered-
up their communication skills. On top of that, the
ALTs from a neighbouring town also came to watch
the presentation, and they praised Kashima-Nishi's
students. They said they were really touched by
the students who proactively communicated using
gestures and reactions.

ALTs have often only just begun living away
from their families, and when they come to Japan
they have no acquaintances, and if there are many
children who don't like English, ALTs can often feel
like they themselves are being rejected. But when
I came to Kashima, I found that almost all of the
teachers were working really hard to promote
English education and had a strong personal interest
in English. That passion, it seems, has been passed

onto the students too. And the detailed and thoughtful support that I received also relieved a
great deal of my anxiety. Thanks to them, I feel that I might even have developed somewhat as

a person myself.
All the best in 2018!
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